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Hand-held cell phones or mobile electronic        
devices may not be used while operating a motor 
vehicle, including while you are stopped in traffic 
or at a stop light.

• Drivers 18 years of age and older need
hands-free accessories to legally use cell
phones or mobile  electronic devices while
operating a motor vehicle.

• Drivers who are 16 or 17 years of age are
restricted from using any type of cell phone or 
mobile electronic device while driving, even
with hands-free accessories.

The exceptions to this law include:  

• A cell phone or mobile electronic device may
be used, by a driver of any age, in an
emergency situation, when contacting an
emergency response operator, a hospital,
physician’s office, health clinic, ambulance
company or fire or police department.

• Drivers who are 18 years of age and older
who are peace officers, firefighters or
ambulance drivers may use hand-held cell
phones and electronic devices while
performing their official duties.

The act defines a ‘mobile electronic device’ as 
any hand-held or other portable electronic equip-
ment capable of providing data communica-
tion between two or more people.  Included are 
devices for text messaging or paging, personal 
digital assistants, laptop computers, equipment 
capable of playing video games or digital video 
disks, or equipment on which digital photographs 
are taken or transmitted.  A mobile electronic 
device does not include audio equipment or any 
equipment installed in the vehicle to provide 
navigation, emergency, or other assistance to the 
driver or video entertainment to passengers in the 
vehicle’s rear seats.
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